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	Abstract
	About the author/editor






  

    Some 2800 years ago, a man died in what is now the municipality of Oss, the Netherlands. His death must have been a significant event in the life of local communities, for he received an extraordinary funeral, which ended with the construction of an impressive barrow. 


Based on the meticulous excavation and a range of specialist and comprehensive studies of finds, a prehistoric burial ritual now can be brought to life in surprising detail. An Iron Age community used extraordinary objects that find their closest counterpart in the elite graves of the Hallstatt culture in Central Europe. This book will discuss how lavishly decorated items were dismantled and taken apart to be connected with the body of the deceased, all to be destroyed by fire. In what appears to be a meaningful pars pro toto ritual, the remains of his body, the pyre, and the objects were searched through and moved about, with various elements being manipulated, intentionally broken, and interred or removed. In essence, a person and a place were transformed through destruction. 


The book shows how the mourners carefully, almost lovingly covered the funeral remains with a barrow. Attention is also given to another remarkable monument, long mound 6, located immediately adjacent to mound 7. Excavations show how mound 7 was part of an age-old ritual heath landscape that was entirely restructured during the Early Iron Age, when it became the setting for the building of no less than three huge Hallstatt C barrows. Thousands of years later, during the Late Middle Ages, this landscape underwent a complete transformation of meaning when the prehistoric barrows became the scenery for a macabre display of the cadavers of executed criminals.











This publication is part of the Ancestral Mounds Research Project of the University of Leiden: overview of the other Ancestral Mounds-publications
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Richard Jansen is fulltime lecturer in Applied Archaeology and European Prehistory at the Faculty of Archaeology, University of Leiden. Between 2008 and 2018 he also was the municipal-archaeologist of Oss. His (PhD-)research focused on the long-term structuring of the (settlement) landscape from the late prehistory until the Roman Period, especially on the extensively researched sandy soils of Oss, but also within the larger MSD-region.
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Sasja van der Vaart-Verschoof is a freelance consultant, researcher and editor known as the Overdressed Archeologist & Editor. In addition to publishing half a dozen books with us, she frequently collaborates with Sidestone Press doing both copy editing, book design and our social media marketing.
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Prof. dr.
 David Fontijn

David Fontijn (1971-2023) was professor in the Archaeology of Early Europe at the Faculty of Archaeology, University of Leiden, the Netherlands. His research dealt with the early agrarian societies of Europe from prehistory up until the early historical period, with a particular focus on the Bronze and (early) Iron Age, the exchange and deposition of metalwork and the archaeology of so-called ritual landscapes. He led the NWO-VICI project ‘Economies of Destruction’ investigating the puzzling destruction of valuable objects in Bronze Age Europe (2015-).


read more




[image: ]




























Abstract:

Some 2800 years ago, a man died in what is now the municipality of Oss, the Netherlands. His death must have been a significant event in the life of local communities, for he received an extraordinary funeral, which ended with the construction of an impressive barrow. 


Based on the meticulous excavation and a range of specialist and comprehensive studies of finds, a prehistoric burial ritual now can be brought to life in surprising detail. An Iron Age community used extraordinary objects that find their closest counterpart in the elite graves of the Hallstatt culture in Central Europe. This book will discuss how lavishly decorated items were dismantled and taken apart to be connected with the body of the deceased, all to be destroyed by fire. In what appears to be a meaningful pars pro toto ritual, the remains of his body, the pyre, and the objects were searched through and moved about, with various elements being manipulated, intentionally broken, and interred or removed. In essence, a person and a place were transformed through destruction. 


The book shows how the mourners carefully, almost lovingly covered the funeral remains with a barrow. Attention is also given to another remarkable monument, long mound 6, located immediately adjacent to mound 7. Excavations show how mound 7 was part of an age-old ritual heath landscape that was entirely restructured during the Early Iron Age, when it became the setting for the building of no less than three huge Hallstatt C barrows. Thousands of years later, during the Late Middle Ages, this landscape underwent a complete transformation of meaning when the prehistoric barrows became the scenery for a macabre display of the cadavers of executed criminals.











This publication is part of the Ancestral Mounds Research Project of the University of Leiden: overview of the other Ancestral Mounds-publications







[image: ]






[image: ]



Dr.
 Richard Jansen

Richard Jansen is fulltime lecturer in Applied Archaeology and European Prehistory at the Faculty of Archaeology, University of Leiden. Between 2008 and 2018 he also was the municipal-archaeologist of Oss. His (PhD-)research focused on the long-term structuring of the (settlement) landscape from the late prehistory until the Roman Period, especially on the extensively researched sandy soils of Oss, but also within the larger MSD-region.


read more



[image: ]







[image: ]



Dr.
 Sasja van der Vaart-Verschoof

Sasja van der Vaart-Verschoof is a freelance consultant, researcher and editor known as the Overdressed Archeologist & Editor. In addition to publishing half a dozen books with us, she frequently collaborates with Sidestone Press doing both copy editing, book design and our social media marketing.


read more



[image: ]







[image: ]



Prof. dr.
 David Fontijn

David Fontijn (1971-2023) was professor in the Archaeology of Early Europe at the Faculty of Archaeology, University of Leiden, the Netherlands. His research dealt with the early agrarian societies of Europe from prehistory up until the early historical period, with a particular focus on the Bronze and (early) Iron Age, the exchange and deposition of metalwork and the archaeology of so-called ritual landscapes. He led the NWO-VICI project ‘Economies of Destruction’ investigating the puzzling destruction of valuable objects in Bronze Age Europe (2015-).


read more



[image: ]



















































	


	 
	

Show cart












	
      Digital & Online access
       
      








This is a full Open Access publication, click below to buy in print, browse, or download for free.












€ 0.00 Download Free PDF!



Download


















€ 0.00 Read online for free!

€ 0.00 Read online for free!





Read online

Read online


































    

  
	
      Buy via Sidestone (EU & UK)
       












































€ 65.00 Paperback 






Add to cart



























    


	
      Buy via our Distributors (WORLD)
       














For non-EU or UK destinations you can buy our books via our international distributors. Although prices may vary this will ensure speedy delivery and reduction in shipping costs or import tax. But you can also order with us directly via the module above.
 


UK international distributor







£ 75.00 Paperback



Go to shop











USA international distributor







$ 150.00 Paperback



Go to shop





















    


	
      Browse all books by subject
       
      

	Show All
	Forthcoming titles



Browse by subject

	Anthropology
	Archaeology

	Archaeology (all)
	Dutch archaeology
	Prehistory
	Classical world & Romans
	Middle ages
	Ancient Egypt & Near East
	Ancient Americas
	Maritime archaeology & history
	Methods & theory
	History of archaeology
	Excavation reports



	Architecture
	Art history
	Biology
	Digital humanities
	History
	Law & criminology
	Linguistics
	Management
	Media studies
	Medicine & health
	Philosophy
	Political studies
	Psychology
	Religious studies






    

  
	
      Search all books
       
      



	







    

  






























[image: ]
We will plant a tree for each order containing a paperback or hardback book via OneTreePlanted.org.








You might also like:







[image: ]








[image: ]








[image: ]














	



	


 








 


 
 

	
	
Sidestone Press

	About Sidestone
	About our authors
	About our series
	Contact





	


	
For readers & booksellers


	Books

Library program
	UK distributor
	USA distributor


	


	
For authors


	Publishing
	Imprints
	Sales
	Apply for publication


	

	
	
Social:



[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]










	





	









© 2024 Sidestone Press 
    
KvK nr. 28114891 
     


    Privacy policy

    Sidestone Newsletter

    Terms and Conditions (Dutch)


	








 

 




 
 



 

 
 

 
    
    


   









